
Landowner’s Guide for Safeguarding
Illinois Natural Resources

Thousands of acres of lands in the United States are consumed by

development every day. Illinois is the 10th in the Nation for developed land at

3.2 million acres. Illinois lost 1,000,000 acres of farmland between 1998 and

2008. In addition, family farms are sold off in pieces because of land 

development or there are no heirs to continue the family farming traditions.

For these reasons, many landowners seek ways to protect the land that they

love, for future generations.

As a conservation Land Trust, The Friends of the Sangamon Valley (FOSV)

offers landowners in the 8 counties around the Springfield area (see map, page 4) options for assur-

ing that their land is protected forever as wildlife habitat, open space, natural areas or sustainable 

agricultural lands.

Conservation Easements

A Conservation Easement (CE) is an option for

private landowners desiring to protect the 

conservation values of their property.

A Conservation Easement is a permanent legally

binding agreement between a landowner and the

FOSV.  The CE protects the conservation values

of the land by setting out terms which 

permanently limit future uses of the land.

Conservation Easements run with the land and

therefore all future owners of the land are 

subject to the terms of the CE.

FOSV has the responsibility to monitor the 

property to assure that the terms of the CE are 

followed for perpetuity.
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The CE agreement is the product of much consultation between the Landowner and the FOSV. 

CE’s are flexible and each CE is developed in consideration of the wishes of the landowner and the

conservation values of the individual property.  While CE’s in most cases restrict future development

and commercial endeavors, many other terms may be negotiated.  Some topics that may need to be

considered are:

4Hunting, trapping, fishing - In most cases, a CE does not restrict non-commercial hunting.

4Public access - generally not required, but can apply in some situations

4Structures - Future construction of a building can be negotiated, e.g. a barn.

4Management of the property to maintain the conservation values.  A management plan is 

typically developed as part of the CE negotiation process.

With a CE the landowner continues to own the land and may sell it or pass it on to heirs.  Again the

CE remains with the property regardless of the ownership.

Donation of a CE to FOSV may provide the landowner income tax, property tax and/or estate tax

benefit.  Careful planning is required and any landowner contemplating donation of a CE should 

consult with their attorney and financial advisor about the effect of such a donation on their individual

tax situations.

Other Conservation Options

1) Land Donation

A Landowner may choose to donate land to FOSV for its 

permanent protection of the conservation values of the

property.  The donation would qualify as a charitable gift

for income tax purposes and avoid any capital gains taxes

that would result from selling the property. 

Donating land may be the best conservation strategy for

you if you do not wish to pass the land on to heirs;  own

highly appreciated property; have substantial real estate holdings and wish to reduce estate tax bur-

dens; or be relieved of the responsibility of managing and caring for the land.  Donating land is a very

generous act and is tax deductible.
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2)  Bargain Sale of Land

With this option the landowner sells their property to FOSV for less than the fair market value.  This

provides cash as well as certain tax advantages to the landowner.  A bargain sale combines the 

income production benefit of a sale with the

tax reducing benefit of a donation.

3)  Donating a Remainder Interest

The landowner donates the land but 

continues to live on it.  In this arrangement,

the landowner donates the property during

their lifetime, but reserves the right for 

themselves or any named person to 

continue to live on and use the property 

during their lifetimes (called a “reserve life

trust”).  The landowner has donated to

FOSV a “remainder interest” in their 

property.

4)  Donating Land By a Will (Bequest)

If the landowner would like to continue to

own and control their land, the landowner

can transfer the land to FOSV by a “will” at

the time of their death.  Placing the donation

in the will rather than donating the land 

during the landowner’s lifetime means that

they receive no income tax benefits from the

gift and will continue to be liable for the

property taxes.  However, removing the

value of the property from the estate could significantly reduce the estate taxes.  

Please call FOSV for a private consultation to determine the best alternative for you.
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Safeguard
Protection

Option

Do you want to own
and use your land?

Do you want financial
compensation?

Do you want tax 
savings?

Land Donation No No Yes

Bequest Yes No Partial

Land Donation with 
remainder interest

Yes No Yes

Bargain Sale No Yes Yes

Fair Market Sale No Yes No

Conservation Easement Yes Seldom Yes

Photos: Chris Young, State Journal-Register (header, p. 1, 3, 4) and Jo Fesset (p. 2)

The Friends of the Sangamon

Valley is a charitable 

membership organization 

dedicated to the preservation

of our natural heritage by 

acquiring, restoring and 

protecting ecologically 

significant lands in the 

Sangamon River 

Watershed.


	page 1
	page 2
	page 3
	page 4

